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well Prr];ortioned. It is the exception to find the liners
of the late eighteenth century other than of plated
metal.
The more utilitarian member of the family is
literally a pail, following the straight tapered shape of
the conventional model. When decorated, it is by
the simplest of circumferential reeding, usually round
the body about one-third down from the top. Both
patterns are found marked on the bottom or near the
handles. The Sheffield Platers did not begin to make
this article in their metal until well on towards the end
of the eighteenth century, and the big business in wine
coolers done by the city belongs really to the early
decades of the last.
The blue ribbon of a collector's cabinet, especially
if the contents are of Old Sheffield Plate, goes to what
is known as the Warwick Vase wine cooler, although
the dies have been used to produce urns in that design.
It is based on the famous Warwick Vase at Warwick
Castle. Mr. Bradbury has related the circumstances
under which this most famous example of the sculpture
of Greece was found, brought to England and restored;
how it was copied first in silver by Rundell and Bridges,
and afterwards in bronze. A reproduction of smaller
size was made first in silver and, at a later date,
by I. and H. Waterhouse & Co., in Old Sheffield Plate.
Mr. Bradbury records the fact that when the Sheffield
firm introduced their model, which is 10 in. high, they
priced them at thirty-two guineas the pair to the trade.
That was in, or about, 1820. To-day, a century later,
the value of a pair in good condition is probably about
one hundred and twenty pounds. A complete set,
consisting of two small vases, on their original pedestals,